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Welcome to Seventh Grade Social Studies!

I am very excited about teaching 7th-grade Social Studies this year!
What will we be learning in Social Studies? In Social Studies we will be learning about how people lived from the year 1400 through the present. We will look at how people interacted with their environment and formed societies in which they could live. This means we study their culture, the impact of their technology, important historical events, where they lived, how they provided for themselves and earned a living, and the civic ideals and practices they created in order to govern their communities. 

What general topics will we be studying? 

We will study the Age of Exploration and Colonialism; the Renaissance and the Reformation; the Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution; the Industrialism and Imperialism; Global Conflict – World Wars I and II and the Cold War; and Political Movements. We will also incorporate Geography throughout our study of the world.
What materials will I need? You will need a composition book with at least 120-150 pages (equivalent to a three-subject notebook and pencils.
Each student MUST 

Unit Tests, quizzes and classwork, notebook checks, and participation.
The grading scale is as follows:


90-100

A


80-89

B


70-79

C


60-69

D


50 and below
F

We will do a great deal of work in groups, but…
Did you know that “sharing” work or test answers is considered cheating? All students caught sharing answers will automatically receive a zero for that specific assignment. If someone asks for your answers, just say “NO.” Help your friends by giving them tips on tough questions or by encouraging them to talk to their teachers for extensions or help.

Behavior Students are expected to come to class each day with the required materials and a positive attitude. Each student can impact the class for good or not. Students should be ready to learn and ready to encourage each other to learn. When behavior is not as it should be, the first time I will remind the students about our class rules. We’ll go over the class rules in the first days of class, but rules include being on time, being prepared, being on task, being responsible, working hard and being respectful and kind to everyone. The second time, students will be given a “re-direct sheet” to copy and sign to remind them again of the class rules. For the third time, I will inform a parent/guardian about the problem, and consequences escalate from being bounced to another class, to receiving lunch/recess detention, to after-school detention, to referral to administration, etc. If behavior problems become chronic, the student may be placed on a Success Contract with input from an administrator and grade-level counselor. A notification to the parent and referral to an administrator may occur for the first infraction if the nature of the infraction is severe or potentially injurious to another person.
Progress Reports- Parents can sign up to Parent Portal to have 24/7 access to their students’ grades. Progress Reports will be sent home mid-way through each grading period.
What textbook will we be using? It’s the 21st century! We do not have one specific textbook; instead, the world is our textbook. Students must bring their chrome books, once received, to class every single day. We will do much research online, and students also need access to school- and district-approved resources that we will use in class on a daily basis.
Homework:  If students have homework in social studies, it is because they did not complete their class work. If your student reports a lot of homework for social studies, please talk to them and to me about how he or she can better use class time. The one homework assignment students will have is to review before announced quizzes and tests. Often, review sheets are completed in class, but students should put in study time at home in order to do well on the quizzes and tests. 
Make-up Work Students who are absent from school for any reason are required to make up any missed work. Students should check the class web page daily, including when they are absent. Students have two school days to complete any missed assignments. For longer absences, please contact me.
Special Projects: Special projects, usually involving group work, will be assigned throughout the semester. A grading rubric will be given for each project.  Each project will require planning and research. Other requirements may be given when the project is assigned. Projects will likely be counted as test grades.
Need to get in touch with me? The quickest way to contact me is to email.me at amy.helms@ucps.k12.nc.us. If this is not convenient, call me at the school at 704-296-3120. You will most likely get my voicemail, as I am teaching or in meetings all day. (My planning period is during third block each day, so you have a better chance of reaching me by phone during this time.) Your email or phone call will be returned within 24 hours. (Please remember that notes sent to me via your student may never actually reach me, so do call or email if you need to communicate with me.)
A few more things… NO cell phones are allowed in class. These items, along with any other prohibited items (see the school information/agenda) will be confiscated, and your child, or you, may need to apply to the front office to have an item returned.
2015-2016 School Year
Mrs. Amy Helms
Social Studies Teacher, Monroe Middle School

amy.helms@ucps.k12.nc.us
Dear Families:

By signing this, you and your family acknowledge that you have read the syllabus carefully and agree to the following:
· Daily supplies (pencils, composition book) will be brought to class each day. (Note: Generally, composition books stay in the classroom unless a student needs his or her book for study purposes or to complete unfinished class work.)
· Student will put forth best behavior and attitude each day.

· Student will NOT have a cell phone or other prohibited item during class.

· Assigned work is vital to the learning process and must be turned in by the designated due.
· Class information can be accessed via my class canvas web page. A link to the syllabus and other information is provided on the Monroe Middle School staff directory page.
· Progress Reports must be signed by a parent and returned the following school day.
Thank you for your support. I KNOW it’s going to be a great semester!
 Please sign and return this page. It will be counted as a quiz grade. 
Student (Please print and sign name):

__________________________________________________________

Parent (Please print and sign name):

__________________________________________________________

