Speech/Speech and Debate Honors
Scotti Youngman’s Course Information

General Information
Speech/Speech and Debate is designed to cover many different forms of communication.  The goal of this course is for students to improve their communication skills in any setting they may encounter in life.  When it comes to communication, reading, writing, and listening are just as important as speaking; therefore, students are required to do all of these in this course.  Because this is an elective course, I assign minimal homework (other than rehearsing speeches or studying for tests).  All students will spend a good bit of time in class writing, peer-practicing, and revising their own speeches prior to giving them.  For students who are taking this as an Honors-level elective, there will be more reading, writing, and research required of them.
Necessary Materials
1.) Composition book (or spiral notebook) – This will contain daily agendas, journal entries, notes, and vocabulary terms.
2.) 3-ring binder – This will store items that I distribute, as well as graded assignments I return to you.  It may be shared.
3.) Notebook paper – For items that are turned in, you will need loose-leaf notebook paper.
4.) 100 3x5 index cards
5.) Chromebooks will be used frequently.
Optional Materials (Items Mrs. Youngman would appreciate for whole-class use.()

· Box of tissues
· Bags of candy (without nuts)
· Art supplies (markers, colored pencils, etc.)
Classroom Rules, Policies, and Procedures
1.) Follow all rules of Weddington High School.

2.) Respect others’ space, property, and opinions.

3.) Do not interrupt anyone who is speaking.  Raise your hand and wait to be recognized.

4.) No talking, sleeping, or doing other work while someone is giving a speech.  Listening and taking speech notes are a must.

5.) Go to the pencil sharpener, trash can, or restroom without disturbing others.  Sign out when leaving the room.
6.) Be on time to class with all necessary materials.

7.) In accordance with school policy, if an assignment contains profanity, sexual innuendoes, illegal activity, etc., it will result in an out of school suspension of two days and a zero on the project.

8.) Come to class and participate with a positive attitude.
Formal Speeches (and Debates)

A formal speech is one which students have a fair amount of time to write, prepare, and rehearse before delivering.  Formal speeches will be graded based on a rubric that students are given ahead of time.  The various aspects of a speech (e.g. poise and posture, voice control, eye contact, content, timing, etc.) are graded with different weights for each speech based on what our current class focus is.  For example, if we are focusing on poise and posture, that area will count a little more heavily in the grade for that particular speech.  There are 2-3 formal speeches per grading period.  Some of these include personal speeches, how-to speeches, partner presentations, career speeches, and persuasive speeches.
Informal Speeches (and Debates)

An informal speech is one that is given in class without a great deal of rehearsal and preparation time.  Often these are written and presented within the same class period.  Informal speech topics include an embarrassing moment story, a lesson learned, a memorable funny moment, an important person, etc.

Presentation Notes

Taking notes on others’ presentations is required for most speeches.  After the speeches are completed, there will be an open-note quiz.  Students will use their notes to answer questions about the speeches the other students gave.
Grading Information
Grades will fall into three main categories.  They are as follows… 

1. Major Speeches – 33% (This category includes speeches, tests, and major projects, etc.  Think of it as “the big stuff” we do.)

2. Informal speeches/quizzes – 33% (This category contains quizzes, minor in-class projects, open-note speech quizzes, and informal presentations.)

3. Class work/Homework – 33% (This category includes textbook review questions, vocabulary definitions, in-class activities, and homework assignments.)  
Please complete and return this sheet to Mrs. Youngman by Thursday, September 1.  Turning it in counts as a homework (category 3) grade.  Turning it in early could earn you a prize!

We have read Mrs. Youngman’s course information and class rules and policies.

Student name (printed) ____________________________________________

Student signature _________________________________________________

Parent name (printed) _____________________________________________

Parent signature __________________________________________________

I frequently find it easier and faster to contact parents via e-mail.  Do I have permission to e-mail you regarding specific information about your child’s behavior, performance, grades, etc.?  Initial in the space below, and provide your e-mail address if appropriate.  You may put more than one e-mail address if you’d prefer.  Please print clearly. 

_____ Yes, e-mail me at the following address(es). _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____ No, please do not e-mail me.
Parent(s) name(s) and contact phone number(s) __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have any allergies, medical conditions, or special issues I should know about?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What can you tell me about your child that would help me teach him/her more effectively? (You may use the back if you need more space.) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
