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Welcome to AP United States History!

As its name suggests, this is a college level class focusing on the history of America from

the Pre-Columbian societies to present day. You will be reading at an accelerated pace and volume with daily writing. This class is designed to expose students to the rigors of a college History course, so you must be willing to devote significant time and attention to the prescribed coursework to be successful.

Objectively, this course will help students improve on the following skills:

• Time management, organization, and study skills

• Critical reading of primary and secondary sources

• Constructing and evaluating historical interpretations

• Essay writing and oral communication

• Cause and effect relationships

• Comparative analysis

• Inductive and deductive reasoning

Course Description: The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

 Course Objectives:  

Students will be able to...

• Demonstrate a mastery of a broad body of historical knowledge

• Use historical evidence to defend and support basic arguments and positions

• Differentiate between various schools of historical thought and interpretation

• Interpret and draw conclusions from various pieces of historical data including original documents, cartoons, graphs, etc.

• Demonstrate an effective use of analytical skills of evaluation, cause-and-effect relationships, and compare and contrast

• Work effectively in groups to produce products, make presentations, and solve problems

• Prepare for and receive a grade of 3 or higher on the AP U.S. History Exam on May 6, 2016.

 

Themes in AP U.S. History: These themes have been determined by the College Board as essential to a comprehensive study of United States history. The course will trace these themes throughout the year, emphasizing the ways in which they are interconnected and examining the ways in which each helps to shape the changes over time that are essential to understanding United States History. 

· Identity
· Work, Exchange, & Technology

· Peopling

· Politics & Power

· American in the World

· Environment & Geography – Physical & Human

· Ideas, Beliefs, & Culture
Materials for course:

· Pencils

· Pens (blue/black ink only)

· 2 inch 3 ring binder

· Dividers (6 labeled as follows: warm-ups, notes, primary/secondary readings, maps, FRQ/DBQ essays, and test/quizzes)

· Loose leaf paper (plenty of it!)

· Post-it notes for documenting throughout your textbook

· Spiral notebook (designated solely for this class that can be turned in each week)

· Multi-colored Highlighters for reading strategy exercises

· Index cards

Required Textbook:

Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas Bailey. The American Pageant. Thirteenth Edition. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006.)

Additional Readings:

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States (New York: Harper Perennial, 2005)

Davidson, James W., and Mark M. Lytle. After the Fact: The Art of Historical Detection (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2004). 

Madaras, Larry, and James M. SoRelle. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Issues in American History, Volumes One and Two (Guilford, CT: Dushkin Publishing Group Inc., 2002).

Longman, William. Voices of America Past and Present, Volume I. New York: Longman, 2005.

In addition to the reading required from your textbook, we will use a selection of primary and secondary sources, or excerpts from them.  This allows students to have contact with many voices and points of view from each era.

Absences: 

We will follow the WHS and Union County policies in regards to absences.  In our classroom, you are responsible for the work you have missed due to an absence.  Plan to turn in all work that was due on the day missed at the time you return and prepare to ask the teacher for the work that was missed.  You will be given two days to turn in the work from the day(s) you were absent.  It is your responsibility to get your make up work to and from…
Grading Policy:

This course will be graded similarly to a college course.  You will be tested in the same format as the AP test you will take on May 6, 2016.  This will enhance your chance of doing well on that test and prepare you for the style of testing seen in a college course. You will also keep a response journal throughout the semester.  This will be done in the spiral notebook that needs to be able to stay in class when asked.  These journals will be graded on your ability to show me that you are exploring what you have read, not merely summarizing or providing a superficial or oversimplified analysis.

Grading:

Points are earned by performance on various assignments, projects, quizzes, tests, and final exam. Your final grade will be calculated by the total amount of points earned divided by the total points possible.
Grades will consist of F.R.Q.'s and D.B.Q.'s, quizzes, tests, homework (reading assignments), and classwork (maps, seminars, etc.). In addition, you will have a mid-year exam, and the AP Exam in May.
Grading Scale:

A 90-100

B 89-80
C 79-70
D 69-60
F Below 60

Please keep in mind that I do not curve grades on tests, quizzes, assignments, or exams.

Online Interaction:

Wikis, Blogs, forums and turnitin.com are all used in this course.  The benefit of using online resources will not only enhance the student’s understanding of this course, it will also prepare the student for the type of professor/student interaction found on most college campuses.

Discussion Questions:

Students will be given discussion questions for each unit that we study.  These questions are to be completed by the students prior to our class discussion for each topic.  Textbook and outside reading assignments will also be included to help students in answering these questions.

Maps: 

The following links are just an example of the American History Maps that you must know for this AP U.S. History course.  We will do a map activity at least once a week in this course. Knowing the geography of this country, as it expands and changes, is essential to your understanding of the material.

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/histus.html
http://www.learner.org/interactives/historymap/index.html
http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/historical.html
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MAP/map_hp.html
Homework:

Homework will be assigned every night in AP U.S. History.  Assignments will always include reading and note-taking.  Additional assignments will include essay writing, research, and discussion questions.  Homework MUST be turned in on the assigned due date, at the beginning of the class period, in order to receive credit. 

Plagiarism: 

I take plagiarism very seriously in my class.  Please refer to your Academic Honor Code for plagiarism policies.  Be reminded that whether you give your work to someone else to copy, or are copying from someone, both parties will be charged with plagiarism.  Penalties for plagiarism in this course strictly follow WHS policy.  Most written work will be done in class, but other assignments may be turned in on turnitin.com, if you are not familiar with the site, please take time to look at it before turning in your first assignment.

Quizzes:

Quizzes will be both announced and unannounced. Students must be prepared daily for a possible quiz on material covered in class as well as that assigned for homework the night before.  Some writing assignments also hold the value of quiz grades rather than homework grades.  Quizzes will count as approximately 30% of the semester grade.

Testing: 

Students will take objective exams covering material from the textbook, supplemental readings, discussions, and lectures.  The design of each exam will be a multiple choice section and an essay section; this will either be a document based question (DBQ), free response question (FRQ), or both.  The tests actually count as two separate grades: one for the multiple choice test and one for the essay.  I try to have graded assignments back to you as soon as possible.

Most objective tests consist of 80 multiple choice questions and a 35 minute essay question. The tests are timed to approximate the time allowed on the AP Exam.  Occasionally, due to time constraints, the F.R.Q. and D.B.Q. parts of a test are given on a different day than the multiple choice part.

The DBQ part of each test is composed of a 15 minute planning period and a 40 minute writing period. Students may not begin formally writing their responses during the planning period; they may only plan. This is the same timing they will experience during the AP Exam. I stop students after 15 minutes and tell them that the 40 minute period of writing has begun.  This is meant to help students recognize that the planning period is a good start but that they probably need several more minutes to plan before beginning to write their responses.

The AP United States History Exam is comprehensive, covering material from the entire semester. Students who are enrolled in the AP U.S. History course are expected to take the AP U.S. History Exam. Class time is allotted for review, and many students participate in informal study group review sessions and take a practice test, which is also scheduled outside of school hours.

The AP United States History Exam is Friday, May 6, 2016 at 8am.

Tutoring: 

Students are encouraged to attend tutoring as necessary to enable their maximum success in class.  I welcome the opportunity to help students on an individual basis.  Tutoring will be posted on my board in the classroom and on the Google Site. Typically, it will be from 7:30-7:55 a.m.
 

Extra Credit:

I rarely offer extra credit for any of my classes. However, AP United States History is an exceptionally challenging course and I reserve the right to assign students extra credit work in order to master the course material, not just to boost his or her grade.  No extra credit work will be given to any student who does not make every attempt to attend tutoring, or who has any missing or late assignments.

 

The Key to Success:

The most important factor in this class is consistent effort and improvement.  Do not be discouraged if your grades seem low in the first grading period.  For many of you, this is your first AP course and some of you are taking several AP courses this semester.  The load can sometimes be heavy and even seem to be unbearable, but effective management of your time is the key.  What you learn in terms of writing, thinking and study skills will be well worth the effort.  (Not to mention the money you may save on college credits!)

 

COURSE OUTLINE:

This is a general outline and is subject to change depending on the school calendar and how quickly we move through various concepts and time frames. Readings listed indicate the main works for each term, but are not a complete list. 

 

Unit 1: Colonial Growth

Read Chapters 1-6 (pages 25-121)

Test Dates: 9/14 and 9/15

(Period 1 & 2)

Content and Themes

· Motives and methods of colonization: Spain, France, England, the Netherlands

· Push-pull factors that contributed to colonization of the Americas

· Comparison and contrast of the New England, Southern and Middle Colonial Societies

· Cultural differences between Americans and Europeans

Major Assignments

1. Comparison Charts: Northern, Southern and Middle Colonies (Ethnic groups, major exports, religious groups, occupations, government structure, relations with the Native Americans)

2. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 1 – Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress) by Howard Zinn


b. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 2 – Drawing the Color Line) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment provides the students with the opportunity to identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations from two different scholars beyond the text book)

(This assignment will also cover Identity, Peopling, Environment, Ideas, Beliefs, and Cultures)

3. Students will read and answer questions on the following:

Binder, Frederick M. and Reimers, David M., eds. 

The Way We Lived: Essays and Documents in American Social History. Volume I. 3rd edition. Lexington, Massachusetts: D.C. Heath and Company, 1996.

    “Looking Out for Number One: Conflicting Cultural Values in Seventeenth Century Virginia” by T.H. Breen.

    “The Godly Family of Colonial Massachusetts” by Steven Mintz and Susan Kellogg

    “The Indians’ New World: The Catawba Experience” by James H. Merrell

    “The Middle Passage” by Daniel P. Mannix and Malcolm Cowley

Map Assignment

13 Colonies

French and Indian War

Primary Document Analysis

Mayflower Compact

John Winthrop’s City upon a Hill

Maryland Toleration Act

Massachusetts School Law of 1647

Frontier Grievances from Pennsylvania

Join or Die Political cartoon

(The students will write an essay describing America’s democratic beginnings using these documents where they will account for the author’s intended audience, purpose, point of view, HIPPO)  

DBQ

New England and Chesapeake Regions

The French and Indian War

(The students’ essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)
__________________________________________________________________________

Unit 2: Fight for America

Read Chapters 7-9 (pages 122-189)

Test Dates: 9/29 and 9/30

(Period 3)

Content and Themes

· The effects of the Mercantilist policies of Great Britain on the mother country and the American colonies

· 1763: A turning point in American-British relations

· Emerging colonial cooperation and the push for independence

· Major strategies of the American Revolution and the impact of the Treaty of Paris 1783

Major Assignments

1. Students will read the following and answer a series of questions:

Garraty, John A., ed.  Historical Viewpoints: Notable Articles from American Heritage. Vol. I. The Birth of a Nation

 “George III, Our Last King” by J.H. Plumb

2. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 3 – Persons of Mean and Vile Condition) by Howard Zinn


b. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 4 – Tyranny is Tyranny) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment provides the students with the opportunity to identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations from two different scholars beyond the text book)

(This assignment will also cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Work, Politics and Power, Ideas, Beliefs, and Cultures, and America in the world)

Map Assignment
America Pre-Revolution

American Revolution Battles

America Post-Revolution
Primary Document Analysis

Join or Die Political cartoon

Navigation Act of 1660

Resolutions of the Stamp Act Congress

Declaration of Causes and Necessity for Taking up Arms

Thomas Paine’s 

Common Sense

Declaration of Independence

Articles of Confederation

Land Ordinance of 1785

DBQ

Colonial Self Identity on the Eve of the American Revolution

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

__________________________________________________________________________

Unit 3: From Federalist Era to the Era of Good Feelings

Read Chapters 10-12 (pages 190-255)

Test Dates: 10/15 and 10/16

(Period 3 and 4)

Content and Themes

· Successes and failures of the Articles of Confederation government

· The Philadelphia Convention of 1787 and the compromises, controversies, and issues involved with the development and ratification of the United States Constitution

· The conflict between the Hamiltonians and Jeffersonians

· American foreign affairs problems from 1783-1816

Election of 1800: Revolutionary and Controversial

· Territorial Acquisitions

· Causes and consequences of the War of 1812

· The Marshall Court rulings

· The Rise of Nationalism and the Era of Good Feelings

· Monroe Doctrine

Major Assignments 

1. Students will trace the intellectual and political origins of the United States Constitution from British theory and practice through the philosophies and events of the 1700s.

2. Comparison Charts: The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution

3. Historical Analysis of the film “1776”

4. Students will examine the Constitutional issues associated with each of

the following Supreme Court cases and analyze the extent to which

each strengthened the federal government at the expense of the states:


a. Marbury v. Madison


b. Fletcher v. Peck


c. Dartmouth College v. Woodward


d. Gibbons v. Ogden


e. McCullough v. Maryland

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Politics, Power, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
5. Comparison Charts: Federalists and Democratic-Republicans

6. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:

a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 5 – A Kind of Revolution) by Howard Zinn
Map Assignment
Louisiana Purchase

Lewis and Clark Expedition
Primary Document Analysis

Federalist Papers

The United States Constitution

Washington’s Inaugural Address

Bill of Rights

Washington’s Farewell Address

The Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798

The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions

The Embargo Act of 1807

The Hartford Convention

DBQ

Articles of Confederation

Jeffersonians vs. Hamiltonians, 1801-1817

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

__________________________________________________________________________

Unit 4: Jacksonian Era

Read Chapters 13-16 (pages 256-370)

Test Dates: 11/3 and 11/4

(Period 4)

Content and Themes

The influence of the Election of 1824 on American political thinking

· “Jacksonian” Democracy: the Spoils System, expanding the electorate, emergence of third parties
· The impact of Andrew Jackson’s view on the bank of the United States, the Native Americans, the tariff issue, and the idea of nullification

· The influence of the Whig philosophy on American politics

· Manifest Destiny and the War with Mexico

· The social, political, and economic impact of increased immigration to the United States from 1820-1860.
Major Assignments 

1. Analysis of primary sources (using the HIPP-O method) from the time period including at least one of each of the following types of documents:


a. Newspaper articles


b. Political cartoons


c. Editorials


d. Period appropriate advertisements or posters


e. Biographical feature story on an important figure of the period


f. Pictures and photographs


g. Maps from the time period

2.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 6 – The Intimately Oppressed) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
Map Assignment

Trail of Tears – Indian Removal Act
Primary Document Analysis

South Carolina’s Ordinances of Nullification

Andrew Jackson’s Veto of the Bank Bill

Andrew Jackson’s Message on the Removal of Southern Indians

Nullification Force Bill

The Webster-Hayne Debates

DBQ

Jacksonian Democrats

Reform Movements of the 1840s

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

__________________________________________________________________________

Unit 5: Sectionalism and the Causes of the Civil War

Read Chapters 17-19 (pages 371-433)

Test Dates: 11/19 and 11/20

(Periods 4 and 5)

Content and Themes

Examination of slavery as a social, economic, and political instrument

· Slavery as a sectional issue: 


a. Missouri Compromise


b. Abolitionist movement


c. Compromise of 1850


d. Kansas-Nebraska Act


e. the Dred Scott decision


f. John Brown


g. Election of 1860

Major Assignments 

1. Comparison of the major abolitionist movements (people, methods, effectiveness)

2. Comparison Charts: Missouri Compromise and Compromise of 1850

3. Map Activities: America and the Slavery Issue, 1780-1860

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Politics, PowerEnvironment and Geography, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
4. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 8 – We Take Nothing by Conquest, Thank God) by Howard Zinn

Map Assignment
Missouri Compromise

Compromise of 1850

Southern Secession
Primary Document Analysis

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Hinton Helper’s The Impending Crisis of the South

Kansas-Nebraska Act

Dred Scott Decision

DBQ

The social, economic, and political impact of slavery in the United States

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Unit 6: Civil War and Reconstruction

Read Chapters 20-22 (pages 434-501)

Test Dates: 12/10 and 12/11

(Period 5)

Content and Themes

Military strategies, strengths, and weaknesses of the Civil War

· Public opinion concerning the Civil War

· The social, political, and economic impact of the Civil War

· Presidential and Congressional reconstruction

· The Tenure of Office Act and the Impeachment of Andrew Johnson

· Economic development of the New South

· The controversial Election of 1876, the Compromise of 1877, and the social, political, and economic impact to Home Rule in the South

Major Assignments 

1.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 9 – Slavery Without Submission, Emancipation Without Freedom) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Work, Exchange, Technology, Peopling, Politics, Power, America in the World, Environment and Geography, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
Map Assignment
Civil War in the East

Civil War in the West

Reconstruction Districts
Primary Document Analysis

Lincoln’s First Inaugural Address

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

The Tenure of Office Act

DBQ

Constitutional Causes of Sectionalism

Revolutionary Constitutional Developments, 1860-1877

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

 __________________________________________________________________________

Unit 7: Gilded Age and the West

Read Chapters 23-26 (pages 502-625)

Test Dates: 1/13 and 1/14

(Periods 5 and 6)

Content and Themes

Politics and the corruption of the Grant Administration

· The relationship between political bosses and politicians

· Industrial growth from 1860-1900

· Robber barons or industrial tycoons

· Successes and failures of labor unions

Major Assignments 

1. Analysis of primary sources (using the AP PARTS and HIPP-O method) from the time period including at least one of each of the following types of documents:


a. Newspaper articles


b. Political cartoons


c. Editorials


d. Period appropriate advertisements or posters


e. Biographical feature story on an important figure of the period


f. Pictures and photographs


g. Maps from the time period

2. Comparison Charts: National Labor Union, Knights of Labor,

American Federation of Labor

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Work, Exchange, Technology, Peopling, Politics)
3.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 11 – Robber Barons and Rebels) by Howard Zinn

Primary Document Analysis

Excerpt, A Century of Dishonor, Helen Hunt Jackson

Populist Party Constitution

Knights of Labor Preamble

Personal Account of a Chinese Immigrant, Lee Chew
DBQ

Organized Labor Movement from 1875-1900

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)
 __________________________________________________________________________

Unit 8: Imperialism, Progressivism, and WWI

Read Chapters 27, 28, 29, 30 (pages 626-719)

Test Dates: 2/8 and 2/9

(Period 7)

Content and Themes

· Agrarian unrest and attempts to organize

· Immigration and urbanization in the late 1800s

· Social and cultural changes in the late 1800s

· The role of the middle-class reformers in initiating change: the muckrakers, women’s rights, social and economic reform,

· The reactions of the Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson administrations for the call for reform

· The impact of the American Industrial Revolution on America’s changing role in world affairs

· Causes and consequences of the Spanish-American War
· American relationship with territories acquired as a result of the Spanish-American War

· The debate over Philippine annexation

· The effects of the Teller Amendment and the Platt Amendment

· The Open Door policy toward China

· Theodore Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” Diplomacy and the Roosevelt Corollary

· William Howard Taft’s “Dollar Diplomacy”

· Woodrow Wilson’s “Moral Diplomacy”

· The effect of Wilson’s neutrality declaration at the outbreak of World War I in Europe

· U.S. entrance into World War I

· The social, political, and economic impact of American involvement in World War I on the home front

· The effects of propaganda and the Creel Committee in “selling” the war

· Constitutional amendments resulting from the Progressive Era and U.S. involvement in World War I

· Causes and consequences of the Senate’s rejection of the Treaty of Versailles

Major Assignments 

1. Speech analysis of each of the following:


a. Populist Party 1896 Presidential Campaign Platform


b. William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” Speech


c. Theodore Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism” Speech


d. Woodrow Wilson’s First Inaugural Address

2. Examination and analysis for arguments for and against Philippine annexation

3. Analysis of Woodrow Wilson’s “Fourteen Points” Speech

4. Chart the experiences of various social groups within the United States throughout the 19th Century, the Progressive Era and during World

War I. (Handout)

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Politics, Power, America in the World, Environment and Geography, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
5.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 12 – The Empire and the People) by Howard Zinn


b. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 14 – War is the Health of the State) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment provides the students with the opportunity to identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations from two different scholars beyond the text book)

Map Assignment

Spanish-American War
Europe Pre-WWI (includes alliances)

WWI

Primary Document Analysis

Populist Party 1896 Presidential Campaign Platform

William Jennings Bryan’s “Cross of Gold” Speech

Theodore Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism” Speech

 Woodrow Wilson’s First Inaugural Address

Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points
DBQ

Development of the West

Political Developments and the Role of Women, 1890-1925

Imperialism

The Treaty of Versailles

(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

 __________________________________________________________________________

Unit 9: Roaring 20s, the Great Depression, the New Deal

Read Chapters 31-33 (pages 720-799)

Test Dates: 2/23 and 2/24

(Period 7)

Content and Themes

· The plight of the farmers and labor during the postwar era

· Nativism, intolerance, and cultural conflicts in the 1920s

· The effects of Prohibition and organized crime

· The scandals of the Harding administration

· Andrew Mellon and the economic policies of the 1920s

· Boom to bust and the Stock Market Crash of 1929

· American foreign policy and the 1920s and a return to isolationism

· The reactions of Hoover and Roosevelt to the Depression

· The effects of the Dust Bowl and demographic shifts

· The impact of the Great Depression on various groups in American society

Major Assignments 

1. Students will complete a Student-Made DBQ Research Project.  Students will choose a topic from the period 19201930, research and locate specific documents for the DBQ, and complete the Historical Data and DBQ Document Analysis Information sheets. (Handouts)
2. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 15 – Self-Help in Hard Times) by Howard Zinn
(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Work, Exchange, Politics, Power, Culture)
Primary Document Analysis

FDR’s First Inaugural Speech (1933)
Excerpts from Down and Out in the Great Depression
Albert Einstein, Letter to FDR (1939)
FDR, the Four Freedoms (1941)

Korematsu v. United States (1944)
DBQ

Comparing the responses of Hoover and FDR to the Great Depression
(The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

Unit 10: WWII and the Cold War

Read Chapters 34-36 (pages 800-881)

Test Dates: 3/11 and 3/12

(Periods 7 and 8)

Content and Themes

· Analysis of U.S. neutrality legislation from 1935 to 1941 (Neutrality Acts of 1935 and 1937, Cash and Carry provisions, Destroyers for Bases Deal, Lend-Lease)

· The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and analysis of U.S. response

· Comparison of Woodrow Wilson’s and Franklin Roosevelt’s messages to Congress

· American and Allied strategies in Africa, Europe, and the Pacific 18

· The effects of World War II on women and minorities at home

· Reasons for the development of the atomic bomb and controversies surrounding the U.S. decision to drop the bombs in 1945

· Tensions among the Allied Powers during the War and in the postwar era and the origins of the Cold War

· Comparison of the New Deal and Fair Deal programs and the political, social, and economic consequences of each

· Loyalty oaths, nativism, and fear of communism on the home front during the postwar era (McCarthy hearings, loyalty programs)

· The political, social, and economic impact of highway construction on American society in the postwar era

The Korean War

Major Assignments 

1. Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 16 – A People's War?) by Howard Zinn

2. Students will compare the Neutrality Acts of the United States from 1935 to 1941 and explain how the U.S. moved progressively closer to participation with each Neutrality Act.

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Politics, Power, America in the World,)
3. Students will compare the wartime goals of the United States and the Allies in World War I and World War II by examining Wilson’s War Message, Wilson’s Fourteen Points, the Atlantic Charter, and Roosevelt’s War Message to Congress.

4. Students will chart the experiences of various social groups within the United States during World War II. (Handout)

5. “Truman’s Fair Deal program was simply an extension of Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal program, expanding the role of government in social and economic affairs.” Assess the validity of this statement.

6. To what extent did the 1950s deserve its reputation as a decade of political, social, and cultural conformity?

Map Assignment
Europe Pre-WWII

WWII in the Pacific

WWII in Europe and North Africa

Europe Post-WWII

Europe and the “Iron Curtain” – Division of NATO and Warsaw Countries

Korean War Map
Primary Document Analysis

Harry S. Truman, the Truman Doctrine (1947)
George Marshall, the Marshall Plan (1947)

Joseph R. McCarthy, from Speech Delivered to the Women’s Club of Wheeling, WV (1950)

Whittaker Chambers, from Foreword to Witness (1952)

Brown v Board of Education (1954)

Jo Ann Gibson Robinson, the Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955)
DBQ

Origins of the Cold War

 (The students essays must include a Thesis, Examples to support the thesis, and information beyond the documents provided)

Unit 11: 1960s and Vietnam

Read Chapters 37-39 (pages 882-965)

Test Dates: 3/23 and 3/24
(Period 8)

Content and Themes

· Trace the events of the Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s and evaluate the changing response of Americans

· Compare and contrast the domestic policies of Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson

· Examine the role of the media in influencing public opinion and policy during the 1960s through the 1990s

· Examine reasons for and consequences of the economic shift from

a manufacturing to service oriented economy in the United States from 1950 to 1990

· Eisenhower’s Foreign Policy

· John Foster Dulles and Massive Retaliation

· The Geneva Accords and the Vietnam Conflict

· Peaceful Coexistence with the Soviet Union

· The U2 Incident

· Kennedy’s Flexible Response Policy

· Establishment and purpose of the Peace Corps

· Establishment of the Alliance for Progress

· The Bay of Pigs and the Cuban Missile Crisis

· Johnson’s escalation of American commitment to Vietnam

· Nixon’s “Vietnamization” Proposal

· Nixon Doctrine

· Détente

Major Assignments

1. “Although the 1960s are usually considered to be the decade of the greatest achievement in the Civil Rights Movement, the 1940s and 1950s were periods of equally important gains.” Assess the validity of this statement.

2. Analyze the changes that occurred throughout the 1960s in the goals, strategies, and support of the African American Civil Rights Movement.

3. In what ways did the Great Society program resemble the New Deal programs in origins, goals, and social and political legacies? Cite specific programs and policies in support of your arguments.

4. Why were the presidencies of Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter perceived as weak and ineffectual? Assess the validity of those perceptions, taking into account both their domestic and foreign policies. 

5. Analyze the influence of the following on American-Soviet relations in the decade following the Second World War:


a. Yalta Conference


b. Communist Revolution in China


c. Korean War


d. McCarthyism

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Politics, Power, America in the World, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
6. Analyze the effects of the Cold War on the following from 1946 to

1952:


a. Civil Liberties


b. Election Politics


c. Government Size and Spending

7.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 17 – “Or does it explode?”) by Howard Zinn


b. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 18 – The Impossible Victory:  Vietnam) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment provides the students with the opportunity to identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations from two different scholars beyond the text book)

Map Assignment

Vietnam War

Primary Document Analysis

JFK, Cuban Missile Crisis Address (1962)

The Tonkin Gulf Incident (1964)

Lyndon B. Johnson, the War on Poverty (1964)
National Organization of Women, Statement of Purpose (1966)
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Unit 12: 70s, 80s, 90s, and Today

Read Chapters 40-42 (pages 966-1034)

Test Dates: 4/19 and 4/20

(Period 9)

Content and Themes

· Carter’s Camp David Accords

· SALT II, Afghanistan, and the Olympic Boycott

· Iran revolution and the hostage crisis

· Reagan’s policies toward the “Evil Empire”

· “Star Wars” Program/ Strategic Defense Initiative

· The End of the Cold War

· The Post-Cold War World

Major Assignments 

1. Assess the success of the American foreign policy of containment in the following areas from 1945-1975:


a. Europe


b. Asia


c. The Middle East

(This assignment will cover the Historical Themes of: Identity, Work, Exchange, Politics, Power, America in the World, Environment and Geography, Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture)
2. To what extent were the peacekeeping efforts of the United States successful in TWO of the following areas during the George H. Bush and William Clinton administrations?


a. The Middle East

b. Europe


c. The Western Hemisphere.

3. Analyze the foreign policy accomplishments of the Nixon Administration from 1969 to 1974.

4. How and why did terrorism become a focus of American foreign policy after the end of the Cold War?

5.  Students will read, outline, and prepare for a Paideia Seminar on:


a. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 20 – The Seventies: Under Control?) by Howard Zinn


b. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 21 – Carter-Reagan-Bush: The Bipartisan Consesus) by Howard Zinn


c. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 23 – The Clinton Presidency) by Howard Zinn


d. A People's History of the United States, (Chapter 24 – The 2000 Election and the “War on Terrorism”) by Howard Zinn

(This assignment provides the students with the opportunity to identify and evaluate diverse historical interpretations from two different scholars beyond the text book)

Primary Document Analysis

Roe v. Wade (1973)
House Judiciary Committee, Conclusion on Impeachment Resolutions (1974)

Ronald Reagan, Speech to the House of Commons (1985)

George H.W. Bush, Address to the Nation Announcing Allied Military Action in the Persian Gulf (1991)

Articles of Impeachment against William J. Clinton (1998)

Owen Burdick, Witnessing the 9-11 Terrorist Attack in NY (2001)
Wayne Allard, Testifying in Favor of the Federal Marriage Amendment (2004)
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4/21-5/5: Study for the AP Exam on May 6, 2016 at 8am

5/9-5/27: APUSH Projects

5/31-6/3: Study for the US History EOC

