Civics and Economics Class Syllabus
Honors & CP
Course: Honors Civics and Economics



Teacher: Mr. Jay Niessner

Central Academy of Technology and Arts



2021-2022 School Year

Contact Info:

Email – charles.niessner@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Phone – 704-296-3088 Ext. 7297
Planning Period – 4th Period 
Course Description: I wish to welcome everyone to Civics and Economics (Honors/CP). Civics and Economics is both an exciting and challenging course to take. It covers the make up of our government as well as how the U.S. economy works. 

NC DPI Course Standards for this course can be found at: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/civics.pdf 
Materials Needed: Everyone should come prepared for class with:

Text Books – Keep At Home

Spiral notebook – 70 Pages

Highlighters
A three ring binder – 1 Inch

Paper




Colored Pencils 
Pen or pencil (no yellow or orange)
Glue Sticks (helpful not necessary)
Tutoring: By appointment.
Classroom rules:  I base all of my rules on one word, RESPECT.  I expect each student to respect themselves, other students, and the teacher.  
Canvas:

· All of our assignments will be posted in Canvas, under the Modules section by week
· All of our class notes, links, forms, etc. will be posted under the weekly Modules – the modules will stay open throughout the entire class
· Some work will be turned in through Canvas, some will be turned in via Google – Docs/Slides/Forms – all work will have a set due date and time
· Canvas/Google both time stamp your work – turn it in on time
· Large assignments, Tests, Projects & Friday Remote Assignments will also be posted on the Syllabus part of the Canvas Page
· Announcements will be made regularly through Canvas
· You MUST check your email regularly so you don’t miss items & updates
Grading Policy:  All assignments are due on time at the beginning of class. Assignments turned in late can be worth up to 50%.  
· Once grades are entered into the gradebook a 1 can be made up, a 0 cannot be made up.
· I will update PowerSchool with grade information as often as possible
· I am 100% sure that at some time I will make a mistake when entering grades – DON’T PANIC – just send me an email and we will get it fixed
Grades:

Homework:  Students will have homework almost every night of the week.  Homework assignments will be worth between 25-75 points based on the size of the assignment.  Homework that is late, may be turned in for partial credit, the later the work, the less points you will receive.  Homework is due at the start of class/assigned time.  (25-75 points Each)
Vocabulary Quizzes: Students will have weekly vocabulary quizzes.  The vocabulary words for the next week will be given to students on Friday after that week’s quiz.  The vocabulary quizzes will be on Friday and in Canvas.  Vocabulary quizzes will not only cover that weeks words but will also review the past weeks words, this is to help students build their vocabulary.  Vocabulary Quizzes are worth between fifty and one hundred points each. (50-100 Points Each)
Participation:  All students are expected to participate in class discussions about Civics and Economics topics.  Students will also be expected to participate in class debates on related topics.  These debates and participation activities will require higher thinking and analyzing skills.  Each student will be able to earn up to one hundred participation points for each of the three grading periods. (100 Points per Grading Period)
Unit Tests: Tests will be on more than one chapter. Tests will consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching and essay questions. Test point value will vary from test to test as each goal varies in length and content.  Students usually have four tests throughout the semester.
Projects: Students will complete one project per grading period.  These projects will be handed out the first week of each grading period and will be due the last week of the grading period.  Project point value will vary from project to project, comprising of 15-20% of the current grading periods final grade.

Final Exam: The final exam for Honors Civics and Economics is worth 25% of your student’s grade for the semester.  The final exam is teacher made this school year.  Students maybe able to exempt the final exam based on the UCPS formula.
Other Notes:  All homework, study guides, and projects are due at the assigned time, if they are not handed in at the time I collect them they will be considered late and therefore receive points off.
How is Honors Different from College Prep?

Civics and Economics is an honors level course.  This course is also available in the Program of Studies at the College Preparatory level.  Students earning credit for an Honors level course receive an elevated number of Quality Points for their Grade Point Average.  Students choosing the Honors level course should be aware that this Honors level course will include:
· Required extension opportunities that are directly related to the Standard Course of Study.  This includes additional content beyond that covered in the College Preparatory level.

· More challenging coursework and assessments.  Students will be expected to demonstrate higher levels of understanding for grades.

· Projects and presentations will be more in depth.  

· Students will have to focus and study regularly to master the content. 
· The expectation that students can move through the coursework at an accelerated pace and students experiencing difficulty should quickly seek guidance from their teacher on how they can be more successful.
Examples of Honors Differentiation in this Course

Below is a sample of how the Honors level objectives may differ from those in the College Preparatory level:
	HONORS Level Objective
	COLLEGE PREP Level Objective

	
	

	FP.PFL.1.3 Analyze how managing a checking and savings account contributes to financial well-being (e.g., deposits, withdrawals, transfers, automated transactions, fees, etc.).
	FP.FPL.1.3 Learn how to manage a checking and a savings account so that one may have a sound personal budget.


This differentiation in objectives results in different assignments and assessments.  Below is a sample of how the Honors level assignments/assessments may differ in this course:
	HONORS level assignment
	COLLEGE PREP level assignment

	Students will complete a check book activity listing income and spending over a set period of time.  They will balance the check book then spend time analyzing the checkbook. 
Students will then analyze how they could save more money, spend more wisely, look for discounts, open different kinds of savings and retirement accounts
	Students will learn how to balance a check book, dealing with income and expenditures over a set period of time



