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	Course Description


Chemistry is the study of the structure and properties of matter and the changes it goes through. This is a rigorous course and students must be proficient in Algebra in order to succeed.  There is a very strong correlation between students’ ability to do well in Algebra and their performance in Chemistry. If you struggled in your math classes, please talk to me so that we can make sure you have the basic skills you need to do well in this class. Honors Chemistry is a 1-semester class, and in order to cover all the material you must be willing to work inside and outside of class.
	Course Materials


Students are expected to bring the following materials to class each day.

· Pencil (better to use than pen when doing calculations) and notebook paper

· Calculator (A graphing calculator is fine if you already have one for math class, but any scientific calculator will do.)  

· Spiral notebook or composition book for recording lecture notes

· Completed homework

· Your best effort!  Chemistry can be challenging and frustrating at times, so work hard and always try to do your best.
	Instructional Philosophy


The goal of the course is to provide students with a general background in chemistry that will lay the basic foundation for future AP classes or college courses.  Instruction will be delivered mainly through lecture, in-class practice problems, and laboratory experiences.  Students are expected to practice good note taking, work well with their peers on in-class assignments, and to apply their knowledge in the laboratory while following all safety instructions. Safety in the laboratory is very important and goofing off in lab will result in detention or a discipline referral as well as a zero on the lab assignment.  All students will sign a lab safety contract at the beginning of the semester.
A normal day may include such things as lecture, activities, labs, worksheets. 

To begin each class you should:

1. Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings

2. Be prepared to take notes by having your notebook and pencil out.

3. Check the weekly calendar on the side wall for updates.  Write those updates in your agenda.

4. Get started on the warm-up assignment which will be on the board.  

	Course Standards


In general, the areas we will cover this year include: 

● Scientific Measurement 



● Atomic Structure

● Problem Solving 




● Arrangement of Electrons

● Chemical Names and Formulas 


● The Periodic Law

● Chemical Reactions 



● States of Matter

● Molar Relationships 



● Acids and Bases

● Stoichiometric Relations 



● Nuclear Chemistry

● The Gas Laws 





	Assignments and Absences 


In this class your grades will consist of homework, class work, periodical summaries, quizzes, labs, tests, and projects.  Due dates for assignments are the beginning of the block the next school day unless otherwise noted.  Any assignment turned in after the due date but before the end of the unit will receive 50% of the earned grade.  Assignments turned in after the unit test will not be graded.    I am willing to be flexible about assignments and deadlines, but you must inform me in advance.

In the event you miss class YOU will make arrangements for missed work according to school policy. I accept little responsibility for work that you have missed, since it is your responsibility to get your assignments and make sure they are turned back in to me in a timely manner. All assignments must be made up in accordance with school policy.  When you return from an absence you should: 

1.)  Check Canvas for assignments and work you may have missed.

2)  Copy notes from another student in the class.

3)  Turn in any homework that was due on the day you were absent.

4) Set up a day and time to come in before or after school to make up any quizzes, labs, or tests.

5) Turn in all make up work when it is complete.
All lectures, assignments, videos and anything else used for the class can be found on Canvas.
	Assessment and Grading Plan


In this class your grades will consist of homework, class work, periodical summaries, quizzes, labs, tests, projects.  A variety of assignments contribute to the final six weeks grade in this course.  The final letter grade is assigned according to UCPS grading policy. (A= 100-90%, B= 89-80%, C= 79-70%, D= 69-60%, F=59% or below.)  Six week grades will be given based upon the following:  Tests = 50%, Projects/Labs = 30%, Homework/Quizes = 20%.  Each grading period will count as 25% of your final grade and the final exam will count as the last 25% of the final grade.  You may exempt the final exam with an A or B for the semester.
All assignments must be legible, have the pages stapled together, and include the following heading:

First and Last Name

Date               Block

Page and/or problem numbers
Homework will be assigned daily.  
Tests will be on paper and completed during the class period on the date specified.  
	Behavior


Classroom Expectations: (In addition to the UCPS and CHS rules)
· Be in your seat and prepared for class to begin when the tardy bell rings.

· Do not talk while the teacher is giving instructions or lecturing.  

· Raise your hand to talk or to leave your seat.

· Always follow directions.

· Show respect for yourself, other students, and the teacher.

Consequences for inappropriate behavior:

1.  Warning

2.  Repeated warnings will result in referral to administrator OR direct referral if necessary according to Student handbook

	Office Hours / Tutoring


You are encouraged to seek help early and often if you are struggling in this course.  Please ask me during class or stop by to receive a note to be able to come see me during Cav Period.    I am usually available daily before school starting at 7:30 or after school until 3:30.
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