Central Academy for Technology and Arts
Ms. Kopchick’s College Preparatory Earth/Environmental Science Class
Email: kortney.kopchick@ucps.k12.nc.us 

The link to the NC State Objectives to this course can be found on my Canvas site. 

College Preparatory Earth/Environmental Science: 
Earth Science consists of 4 major divisions: Meteorology, Geology, Oceanography, and Astronomy. Students will be engaging in lab work exploring these topics. They will study how the earth sciences work as systems each affecting the other. Students will look at the human impact on these systems. Students will analyze and evaluate environmental problems and search for sustainable alternatives. 

Supplies: 3 Ring Binder, pencil or pen, colored pencils, paper

Student Responsibilities: 
1. The student is responsible for keeping a notebook (3 ring binder) for daily assignments, lab reports, and homework assignments. 

2. The student is responsible for bringing required materials (notebook, pencil or pen, colored pencils, paper) to class everyday. 

3. The student is responsible for completing class work assignments and homework assignments on time.  All Homework/Projects/Tests will be posted weekly on my webpage. 

4. The student is responsible for attending class daily, on time, and ready to work.

Classroom Procedures:
1. Students will always be on time and in assigned seats BEFORE the tardy bell rings. Excessive tardies (3 or more) will result in parental notification. The 4th tardy will result in a write up to their administrator. 

2. Students are not to leave their assigned seats unless the teacher gives permission. 

3. Students are not to talk while someone else is speaking.

4. Students are not to eat or drink during class time unless the teacher gives permission. Water bottles are allowed at desks but not at lab tables.

5. Each student will show respect to every person in the classroom.

6. Individual workspaces will be neat and tidy before leaving the classroom. 

7. CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES: THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED IN MY CLASSROOM. DO NOT HAVE ANY CELL PHONE OUT OR I WILL CONFISCATE IT AND TURN IT IN TO AN ADMINISTRATOR. YOU WILL GET A DETENTION AND ANY SUCCESSIVE OFFENSES WILL CONSTITUTE A DISCIPLINE REFERRAL. 

8. Students will only interrupt class to use the restroom if it is an emergency. Please use the restroom between classes. No student will be allowed to leave during the first 15 minutes of last 15 minutes of class. 

9. Students are to write their name on every assignment! 10 points will be taken off each time I have to investigate who’s turning in papers without names!

10. MAKE-UP WORK 
Any time a student is absent from class, he/she will be given an opportunity to make up any class work, homework, tests, or examinations missed. In cases where the work missed was a one-time activity that cannot feasibly be reproduced (field trips, production work activities, and/or internships), the student will be given an alternative assignment in lieu of the original assignment. 

Upon returning from an excused absence, students will be given two days to make up the work missed for each day absent. When arrangements are not made by the student to make up work, or if the make up work is not completed in time, the student will receive no credit. 


Teachers will record zeros on daily work for out-of-school suspensions only when the entire class was required to do work for which a grade is recorded. 

It is the student’s responsibility to contact their teachers for any makeup work.
Additional Information/Resources: 

Each class has a variety of resources available to students to study at home and maximize their success in the class. 
     Each unit of Environmental/Earth Science is linked to a resource module in Canvas, specific to that unit, which contains class Powerpoints, vocabulary, video clips and more. 

      UCPS subscribes to a variety of resources for students to use in all their classes located on the student "Start Up Page" linked to the UCPS web page. Students will find access to many resources including videos, current events, and software for creating digital projects. 

     Students can find resources for researching any topic, writing citations, and a lot more at the media center.  

There is an Earth Science textbook that we use a few times a year. I have access to a class set. The book is extremely outdated and is only able to be used for diagram and map purposes. 
Here is the  link to “EmpowerED Family Portal”
Movies that will possibly be shown this year either in part or whole:
Twister PG 13 (This is the only Feature Film I show during the school year. )
Super Volcano 

How the Earth Was Made Season 1-2 

Magnetic Storms

World Water Wars

Inside Hurricane Katrina 

The Lorax (original)

Various Science YouTube Clips 

CATA’s Grading Scale and Ms. Kopchick’s Grading System:

A: 90-100                   Tests: 35 %
B: 80-90                     Quizzes: 25 %
C: 70-80                     Class Work: 25 %
D: 60-70                     Homework: 15 %
F: below 60

Work that has received a 0 and cannot be made up will have a 0 in the gradebook.  If it has not been turned in but still may be completed for a grade, it will have a score of 1.

