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Greetings 8th grade band students and parents; welcome to the 2019-20 school year!  One of Cuthbertson’s goals is to go “practically paperless”, so we will be communicating through our band website www.cuthbertsonband.org and Charms.

PLEASE READ ENTIRE WELCOME LETTER – LOTS OF NEW INFORMATION INCLUDED!

Basic Band Information
· All 8th grade students will participate in the Winter, “Works in Progress”, and Spring Concerts.  Additionally, students are eligible for participating in District Honor, All County, and All State bands based on audition.  
· The 2019-20 Band Handbook is now available on our website!   All students need to read and be familiar with all band policies.  The handbook acknowledgment form needs to be signed by both students and parents by Wednesday 8/28.  Printed copies of the Band Handbook will be available for families with limited internet access.
· All 8th grade students have the opportunity to represent our school, county, and state by performing at Disney World.  Representing our school at this event is a huge honor and more details are included in a separate letter!
· 8th grade students will, in addition, have the opportunity to participate in Cuthbertson Band Night at a home high school football game on October 18th. The 8th band will be performing this evening and have the opportunity to play pep music with the high school band. 
Grading Policy
30%  Performance Attendance (Concerts, performances, etc.)

20%  Playing tests – 1 per 6 weeks

20%  Weekly “pass off” quizzes 

30%  Participation (daily grade – includes having these items in class every day: instrument (sticks or mallets for percussionists), music and binder, at least three working reeds (clarinets and saxophones), at least two working reeds and a water canister (double reeds) and a pencil.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Concert Schedule – all dates are for 8th grade band. Cut away this portion to post on your calendar or refrigerator!
All performances are considered mandatory participation and are graded events.  It is impossible to have a truly successful performance unless each member is in attendance.  Therefore, we always give advance notice for performances so all members can arrange their calendars accordingly.  Please do not schedule appointments or make out-of-town trips when a performance is scheduled! 
Required events for all students
CMS Band Night @ Home Varsity game


October 18th    
Winter Concert
@ Holiday Bazaar



December 14th (Saturday)
 “Works in Progress” Concert (7th & 8th grade bands)

February 25th    

NC Bandmasters District MPA Concert Band Festival

March 4th- 6th (date assigned by district)

Spring Concert (7th and 8th grades)



May 7th or May 19th 
Optional events
AASU Winterfest, Savannah, GA (selected students only)
November 14th – 16th 
Limestone Band Clinic (selected students only)


November 21st – 22nd 

UGA Midfest Clinic (selected students only)


December 12th – 14th     
District Honor Band Auditions (optional, but recommended)
January 11th 
Disney World performance (paid students only) 


February 5th -9th  

UNCP Honor Band Clinic (selected students only)

March 21st  
Solo and Ensemble Festival (optional)



May 9th 
Concert attire is the same as last year – the blue CMS Band polo shirt, black slacks, and dark/dressy shoes.
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Homework
All band students have daily homework – to PRACTICE ( and turn in practice records.  Students will write down how many minutes they practice daily and the records need to show an average of 150 minutes of weekly practice time.  Records are due every Monday and will need parent initials to verify practice time.  Progress will be measured with weekly “pass-off” quizzes, where students play individually on small portions of class music and receive teacher feedback, and also recorded assignments on Charms.


Binder
We will be using the same binders that were given to students last year.  Supplemental 8th grade information will be given out to be included in the binder.  If the binder has too much wear from last year it can be replaced with a new 1/2” white binder.  To replace a  missing binder, students will need to check out the master copy for their instrument and make copies on their own, or purchase a full replacement for $15 (please see payment section).


Music Book 
We will be using the Tradition of Excellence Technique and Musicianship book this year in class (the same book from last year).  The book costs $6.99 and students will need to purchase their own copy for class.  It can be purchased through the local music store or online at www.jwpepper.com . Percussionists will need to order the combined percussion book.  This book is compatible with Smartmusic!


Instrument Repair

If a student’s instrument is being repaired, please bring a note signed by a parent and make every effort to secure a “loaner” instrument to be used until the instrument is returned.  Students will need to use their own mouthpiece for the loaner instrument until their instrument is finished with repairs.  Students will still be expected to participate in class while repairs are occurring.

 Honor Band
The Cuthbertson Honor Band will meet after school on Mondays from 3:45-5:00.  This elite group will be made of up students from all grades and due to specific instrumentation needs, will be by invitation only.   Selected students will receive an invitation the first week in September and rehearsals will begin 9/16.  This group may have additional performance opportunities in the spring.


Charms
All parents and students will need access to Charms. You can access the calendar, sign-up for volunteering, view/pay your students account, order concert shirts and more.  Charms can be accessed directly at (www.charmsoffice.com). Students will use Charms to submit recordings to demonstrate progress throughout the year, as well as to keep up with payments and permission forms.  Please see separate sheet for login directions.


Smartmusic
This program is highly recommended from the band directors and is available to use on CHROMEBOOKS. It’s an excellent resource to become a better musician and contains thousands of band AND solo music pieces to help make practicing music more FUN.  Subscriptions are $40 for a year -  visit www.smartmusic.com to download.


 Band Student To-Do Checklist – please complete list by Wednesday 8/28
_____ Please sign and return the Handbook Acknowledgement form
_____ Bookmark our band website at http://www.cuthbertsonband.org
_____ Make sure you have your binder 
_____ Find your band polo and make sure it still fits.  New polos can be purchased for $25 through the online store in 
           Charms.
Family Information Page

Band Boosters
Membership in the Band Boosters is optional for families, but is required in order to vote on items at our meetings.  Also, as an added perk, Band Booster members and immediate family members get in free to the Fall, Winter, “Works in Progress”, and Spring concerts (the regular ticket cost is $5/person).  We hope every parent finds an activity or a committee to which they can contribute. 



Fundraisers
This year we have some new and exciting fundraising opportunities as well as some old favorites returning.  Fundraisers may include CHS Concession Stand, Autobell, Holiday Bazaar, and a new event – Mattress Fundraiser in November!  There are some great opportunities for families to raise money for the band.  As always, participation is integral to our success, but optional and appreciated!  We still have room on the Fundraising Committee if you are interested in helping – please email Aimee Johnson at 
cuthbertsonfundraising@gmail.com for information.


Concession Stand
We have been granted the opportunity to run the Concessions Stand at all CHS home sports events -- and CMS football too! This is an incredible -- and fun! --opportunity for us to raise funds for the band program and take our young musicians to the next level.  We ask that you volunteer in some capacity at least 3 times this school year.  We have over 60 games just this fall. Events will continue into the winter and spring as well.  Log into your Charms account and sign up under “Volunteers.”

 Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers are an essential part of our Band program. Opportunities will be communicated via Charm and we strongly encourage every parent to volunteer. Our success depends on it and your willingness to volunteer time to meet the needs of the Cuthbertson band program is truly appreciated!  Remember, band chaperones are required to have UCPS approval.  https://volunteers.ucps.k12.nc.us
To volunteer, please log into your Charms account at: www.charmsoffice.com.  Go to CALENDAR ~ Volunteers ~ Select event from list.  You can also reach this screen by clicking on the multicolored hand on the calendar event itself.  


How to make payments 

We prefer payments to be submitted in Charms electronically via paypal or families can mail a check to the PO Box at: 8163 Kensington Dr Suite C, PMB 120, Waxhaw, NC 28173. Please make checks payable to CBB or Cuthbertson Band Boosters.  Please note your student’s name & item purchased on the memo portion of your check.  Payments cannot be turned in at school.
Band Parent To-Do Checklist – please complete list by Wednesday 8/28
_____ Please sign and return the Handbook Acknowledgement form.

_____ Return the Band Booster form and $30 to join – perks include free admission to the 4 concerts for your household!
_____ Re-link your Harris Teeter Together in Education VIC cards to number 7721 this August 
_____ Circle your phone number on the Handbook Acknowledgement Form for easy linking

_____ Login to Charms.  Review and Update all student and adult information. For each Adult, please select at least one INTEREST area in which you would like to volunteer. All adults will receive the band newsletter via the email listed.  


To our parents, we want to thank you specifically for supporting this wonderful endeavor for your child.  We know that it takes extra time to bring your children to rehearsals, make sure they transport their instrument back and forth, and just be a cheerleader at home during your child’s hard work.  Thank you so much for all of the extra things you do to help your child and our school.  If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact us; the quickest way being through email. 

Musically yours,






 Todd Ebert, Director of Bands
Todd.ebert@ucps.k12.nc.us 
Katie Ebert, Assistant Director of Bands Katie.ebert@ucps.k12.nc.us
Dylan Sims, Associate Director of Bands Michael.sims@ucps.k12.nc.us[image: image2.png]| ]





